Metropolitan Police J Division, Bethnal Green Report August 31, 
1888 



Report by John Spratling on the murder of Mary Ann Nichols. 
Nichols is most commonly believed to be the first Jack the Ripper 
victim. 
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Scotland Yard Report September 19, 1888 



Report by Inspector Abberline on the murders of Ann Nichols and 
Annie Chapman. The body of Annie Chapman was found on 
September 8, 1888. Mention is made of an early suspect, a butcher 
named Joseph Isenschmid. Isenscmid was cleared by police when 
other murders took place while he was confined to an insane asylum. 
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"Dear Boss" letter dated September 25, 1888 

This letter was received by the Central News Agency on September 
27, 1888. The letter claims responsibility for the murders and is 
signed "Jack the Ripper." This is the first use of the name Jack the 
Ripper. Scotland Yard was never able to definitely prove that the 
letter was written by the murderer. Some at Scotland Yard believe it 
was the work of a journalist seeking publicity. The letter was 
received three days before the September 30, 1888 murders of Stride 
and Eddowes. In the letter the author writes, "The next job I do I 
shall clip ladys ears off and send to the police officers just for jolly." 
Because part of Eddowes right ear was cut off, some believe the 
letter was written by the killer. 



"Saucy Jack" Postcard - October 1, 1888 

A postcard sent to the Central News Agency signed Jack the Ripper. 
The postcard mentions the "Dear Boss" letter dated September 25 
and the "double event." The "double event" is believed to be a 
reference to the September 30 murders of Stride and Eddowes. 
Because the postcard mentions the "Dear Boss" letter which has not 
yet been published, it is believed to be from the same person. In the 
message on the postcard the name Saucy Jack is used. 
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A "Jack the Ripper" letter. - October 8, 1888 



After publicity about the first letter was made, newspapers and the 
police received many letters from people reporting to be "Jack the 
Ripper." This letter was received by Scotland Yard from 
Birmingham. At the top left side corner of the letters Chief 
Inspector Donald S. Swanson has initialed in pencil his initials 
indicating that he had read the letter. 
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A "Jack the Ripper" letter from the United States - October 1888 

The Jack the Ripper murders gained international attention which 
lead to the police and newspapers getting letters from outside 
England. In this letter sent from the United States, the writer 
claiming to be Jack the Ripper writes that he has traveled to New 
York and plans to go to Philadelphia. 
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"From Hell" letter sent to George Lusk - October 16, 1888 

This letter, along with half a human kidney, was received by George 
Lusk on October 16, 1888. George Lusk was the Chairman of the 
Whitechapel Vigilance Committee, a group of citizens who searched 
for the killer. The publicity he received due to his role caused him to 
receive many crank "Jack the Ripper" letters. This letter has the 
highest consensus among Jack the Ripper/Whitechapel Murders 
experts to possibilibly actually be from the killer. 



Scotland Yard Report October 19, 1888 

Report by Chief Inspector Donald Sutherland Swanson on the 
Elizabeth Stride murder. This report summaries the events since the 
discovery of the body of Stride on the 30th of September. The body 
of 44-year-old prostitute Elizabeth Stride was found in Dutfield's 
Yard, Berner Street. Her throat was cut and there was no other 
mulitilatiion. The report reveals the indenty of a witness, Israel 
Schwartz, who claims to have seen Stride attacked and provides a 
description of an assliant. The report documents the investigative 
efforts made by police. 
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City of London Police Report October 24, 1888 

Report by Inspector James McWilliam on the murder of Catherine 
Eddowes. Eddowes, a 46 year old prostitute, was found on the 
southern corner of Mitre Square, Aldgate. Her throat was slashed 
and abdomen was mutilated. Her left kidney and uterus was 
missing. The report details the finding of a bloody portion of the 
apron of Eddowes found in a doorway, away from the site of her 
body. On the doorway written in chalk was "The Juwes are The 
men that Will not be Blaamed for nothing." It is not known 
whether this was a message from the murderer, or anti-Semitic 
graffiti. The report details the account of a witness who possibly saw 
Eddowes and her killer. Mention is made of the letter and kidney 
sent to Lusk. 
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Sketch Boards Displayed at the Inquest into the Death of Catherine 
Eddowes. - October 1888 

Two illustration boards drawn by the City of London Architect, 
Frederick William Foster. Includes a map of Mitre Square area, 
pointing out the location of the body, the Kearley and Toonge 
warehouse night watchman George Morris, the doorway where a 
piece of apron and the "Juwes" message was found, and a map of 
the possible escape route taken by the murder, 
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Metropolitan Police Report November 6, 1888 

Report by Chief Inspector Donald Sutherland Swanson on the 
Eddowes murder. Contains accounts of the witness Joseph Lawende. 
The report gives information about a suspect, John Piser. Mention is 
made of the Lusk letter and kidney. 
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Chief Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, Sir Charles 
Warren, Report to the Home Office, November 8, 1888 

In this report Warren explains the actions he took after the murders 
of Stride and Eddowes. Warren was under great pressure and 
received much criticism at the time. He was greatly criticized for 
having the chalk message found after the Eddowes murder rased. In 
the report he explains that he took this action to avoid inflaming 
public passions against the city's Jewish population.Warren 
resigned his position later that month. 
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Metropolitan Police Report - November 12, 1888 

Report by Inspector Abberline on the November 9, 1888 murder of 
Mary Kelly. Mary Jane Kelly, a 25 year old prostitute was found in 
her room at number 13 Miller's Court. Her throat was slashed, her 
body was mutilated and disemboweled, her heart was missing. 
Other internal organs were removed and found in her room. 
Abberline in his own handwriting reports on the inquest into the 
Kelly murder and his trust of the truth of the account of witness 
George Hutchinson. 
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Witness Statement From George Hutchinson, November 12, 1888. 

Statement by Hutchinson regarding his sighting of Mary Kelly. The 
statement gives a detailed description of the man Hutchinson 
reports seeing in the company of Kelly on the morning of her 
murder. 
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Macnaghten Report - February 23, 1894 

This report by Chief Constable Sir Melville Macnaghten has held 
great influence over the common knowledge of the Jack the Ripper 
murders. This report was not publically available until 1959. The 
report sets the number of Jack the Ripper murders at five. It names 
Macnaghten's three prime suspects: (1) "A Mr MJ. Druitt, said to 
be a doctor & of good family, who disappeared at the time of the 
murders..." (2) "Kosminski, a Polish Jew residence in Whitehapel... 
strong homicidal tendencies, he was removed to a lunatic asylum as 
a homicidal maniac about March 1889." (3) "Michael Ostrog, a 
Russian doctor and a convict, who was subsequently detained in a 
lunatic asylum as a homicidal maniac " 
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